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MACRO ASPECTS OF THE CRISIS 
SELECTED MEMORANDUM COUNTRIES   



25% REDUCTION IN GDP IN GREECE 

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

1,3 
1,5 

2,6 
2,2 

3,4 
3,2 

0,4 

-4,5 

2 
1,6 

-0,4 

0,1 

3,4 

5,9 

4,4 

2,3 

5,5 

3,5 

-0,2 

-3,1 

-4,9 

-7,1 -7 

-3,9 

EU (28 countries) Greece



Significant Reduction in Health Expenditure in Greece  
due to Economic Crisis  



AUS 

AUT 

BEL 

CAN 

CHL 

CZE 

DNK 

EST 

FIN 

FRA 

DEU 

GRC 

HUN 

ISL 

IRL 

ISR 

ITA 

LUX 
MEX 

NLD 

NZL 

NOR 

POL 

PRT 

SVK 

ESP 

SVN 

SWE 

CHE GBR 

USA 

OECD32 

EU21 

-25%

-15%

-5%

5%

15%

25%

-25% -15% -5% 5% 15% 25%

C
h

an
ge

 in
 r

ea
l p

u
b

lic
 s

o
ci

al
 s

p
en

d
in

g 
  (

%
) 

Change in real GDP (%) 

Social spending increased least in countries most 

affected by the crisis 



Public Debt in T he Memorandum 
EU Countries   
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Unemployment Rate In the 
Memorandum European Countries 



EFFECTS OF CRISIS ON 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND 

UNMET MEDICAL NEEDS  
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  Poorer households tended to lose more or gain less between 2007 and 2010 



Unmet care needs for medical examination by 
income level, European countries, 2011  



Perceived health status by income 
level, 2012 (or nearest year)  





EFFECTS OF CRISIS 

UNIVERSITY OF 
ATHENS SURVEY 

5200 
RESPONDENTS  



Distribution of Health Before and 
During the Crisis  

Before The Crisis  During the Crisis  



Greater impact of 
the crisis among 
the poor  



Impact of the crisis by educational status  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The Commission on 

Social Determinants of 

Health (CSDH) – Closing 

the gap in a generation 

Strategic Review of Health 

Inequalities in England: 

The Marmot Review – Fair 

Society Healthy Lives 

Review of 

Social 

Determinants 

of Health and 

the Health 

Divide in the 

WHO 

European 

Region 



International initiatives For Health Inequalities  
 

- Closing the Gap (2004-2007) : developing a European knowledge base and in 
order to implement and strengthen strategies and actions to reduce health 
inequalities 
 

- Determine (2007-2010): stimulating action on the social determinants of 
health and on health inequalities 
 
-EU Joint Action on Health Inequalities (2011-2013): developing knowledge, 
supporting the engagement of Member States, sharing learning, supporting 
the development of effective action 
 

-Crossing Bridges project (2011-2012): advancing the implementation of HiAP 
approaches in EU Member States 
 

- Annual conferences with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation about tackling 
health inequalities 
 
 



Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities ─ Unit  

Major Health Inequalities between and 

within Member States 

EU 

Communication 

 October 2009   
« Solidarity in health: 
reducing health 
inequalities in the 
EU” 

14-year difference in 

life expectancy for 

men and 8 year gap 

for women between 

EU Member States 

 



GDP Per Capita  



Müller-Nordhorn et al., 
Eur Heart J (2008) 

Cardiovascular Disease Mortality – Men 



Müller-Nordhorn et al., 
Eur Heart J (2008) 

Cardiovascular Disease Mortality – Women 



RESEARCH FINDINGS FOR 
HEALTH INEQUALITIES  



Health Inequality  
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The Meaning of Equity in Health WHO 
HFA 

• The term “equity” has a moral and ethical 
dimension. It refers to differences which are 
unnecessary and avoidable, but in addition, 
are also considered unfair and unjust.  

• Equity in health is defined as: 

– Equal access to available care for equal need 

– Equal utilization for equal need 

– Equal quality of care for all     



Inequality of What? 

• Health measures 
– Mortality 

– Morbidity 

– Life expectancy 

– Self-reported health 

– Disability 

– Health risks 

 

• Health financing 
– Health expenditures 

– Risk of catastrophic payments 

 

 

• Health care 
– Access to care 

– Responsiveness 

– Coverage 

– Quality 

 

 

 

• Health system inputs 
– Human resources 

– Physical resources 

 

Social 

Determinants 

of Health 



TRENDS IN INCOME AND HEALTH INEQUALITIES 



Rising Income Inequalities in Europe . Gini Coefficient 1984-2009  



According to OECD Data Greece appears to be the only Country 
 with declining Income Inequalities   



Recent data reveal that Greece is the Country with the Highest 
Income Inequality  





Differences in Life expectancy at birth 
in the EU, by gender 
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POLICY ISSUES IN TACKLING HEALTH 
INEQUALITIES  



Policy Strategies to confront Health 
inequalities 

• European Policies to tackle Health Inequalities 
at a National and regional level 

• Health strategies should include policies to 
fight health inequalities 

• A Multisectoral approach to health 
inequalities 

• Start at an early stage of life  

• Societal and Governmental policies  



Way Forward  



peoples enabled and supported in achieving their 
full health potential and well-being 

Investing in 
Health 

through 
life course 

P Tackling 
Health 

Challenges  

P Strengthe
ning 

health 
systems 

 

Creating 
supportive 
environme

nt 

Adding value through partnership 

Reducing inequalities 

Better governance for 
health  

Health 2020: health systems in perspective 

Source: WHO Unit of Public Health   



Health  is a Human Right 

Health is a Value in itself 

Health is an Investment  

Health is vital for Europe  

2020sg 

better 
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EMAIL yfantopoulos@gmail.com  
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